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Why Stories Sell Better Than Pure Facts 





What makes a research finding 
memorable 



The Science Behind Storytelling 
	

Brain is very well working in/with stories


Good narration fosters emotions, engagement and eases remembering


• emotional connection enhances recall.


• dry statistic vs. personal story: why and how - obstacles - anecdotes?



A Story that “sticks” 
	

CO2 Emission of this car: 238g/km



A Story that “sticks” 
	

CO2 Emission of this car: 238g/km
Average consumption 10,1l
64l fuel capacity
1595kg weight

64l : 10,5 l/km = 609 km 
 609 km * 238 g/km =145 kg 

1595 kg /145 kg = 11

After 11 fills, you burn 640l petrol to the equivalent of the weight of your Porsche 911 



A Story that “sticks” 
	

CO2 Emission of this car: 238g/km
Average consumption 10,1l
64l fuel capacity
1595kg weight

After 1 fill, you burn 64l petrol to the equivalent 


of the weight of 15 sacks of potatoes (10 kg)

64l : 10,5 l/km = 609 km 
 609 km * 238 g/km =145 kg 



Basic Dramaturgy



Gustav Freytag -  
classical dramaturgy

1863



“Drama pyramid” 
 

Gustav Freytag, 1863

exposition

rising action

climax / peripety

falling action

retarding moment

conclusion/denouement



“Science Drama pyramid” 
 

Introduction

methodologies

complications

Additional irritations

Conclusion and outlook



John Campbell
the hero’s journey



Science as Drama?

Scientist the Drama-queen?



Phil Dale, TEDx 2020

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGsKzHwhIi8


How to produce a video?



Things needed:

Something to record

A good script

Something to post-produce

An idea!!

A playout!!



Good news



Useful links
• https://videos.uni.lu/playlist/dedicated/1_eqg74qzs/


• https://cueprompter.com/


• https://www.canva.com/en_gb/


• https://www.blackmagicdesign.com/de/products/davinciresolve


• https://support.apple.com/guide/imovie/welcome/mac


• https://www.openshot.org/


• https://www.adobe.com/express/feature/video/editor


• https://obsproject.com/de


• https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM6XkiGsBW5V0O2QtpNNj_QGW0ii6e3L-
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• https://youtu.be/NLg_3FVGMuU?
si=VHKKTDYrGG7AfpSg


• https://youtu.be/ZMo9RUz8EII?
si=172fm5AvzYmLXoEB    Laura 
Weiter


• https://youtu.be/D1U2Tp6KOLo?
si=9-jIceXpfUjdJP3n 


• https://youtu.be/oHCRhDmkIQQ?
si=Rk9YH7-lcoYzKhqt


• https://www.youtube.com/shorts/
VEhN9bp6vNI.  Volker Quaschning
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